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Tereschenko in the Council of the Republic demanded the
withdrawal of the NaJcaz to Skobelev.

The combination offerees which unites us to the Allies is favour-
able to the interests of Russia. ... It is therefore important that
our views on the question of war and peace flhall be in accord with
the view of the Allies as clearly and as precisely as possible. ... To
avoid all misunderstanding, I must say frankly that Russia must
present at the Paris Conference one point of view.

Yet, while the Council wrangled petulantly over words
and phrases, the structure of the Provisional Government
was already being undermined. This was October 29, and
on that day the Petrograd Soviet had created its Military
Revolutionary Committee. The day following, the first
prop was struck from beneath the ramshackle administra-
tion sitting in the Marinsky Palace. The regiments of the
Petrograd garrison unanimously adopted the following
resolution: " The Petrograd Garrison no longer recognizes
the Provisional Government. The Petrograd Soviet is our
Government. We will obey only the orders of the Potrograd
Soviet tirough the Military Revolutionary Committoo."

A third party meeting was held at Lesnoyo on November
3. Lenin, who had constantly urged the necessity of swift
action, still met with opposition from those who, though
converted to the principle of an armed uprising, were yet
hesitant as to the ripeness of the moment. Plans for the
revolt were discussed on November 3, but even then Lenin
was unable to get agreement on a date. The Second Congress
of Soviets was due to meet on November 7, and he was
convinced that they must strike before that body Lad had
time to organize itself, preferring the certainty of seizing
power by force to the uncertainty of achieving it by popular
vote. On the evening of the 6th he wrote to the Central
Committee his final appeal for action:" It is as clear as
can be that delaying the uprising now really means death.
. . . History will not forgive delay by revolutionists who
could be victorious to-day, while they risk losing much